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I have read the 14 points which have been formulated for
the proposed labor party here. Is there one of them of an
essential character to the interests and welfare of the work-
ing people of the United States which is not contained in the
curriculum, the work and the principles of the bona fide labor
movement of our country?

Which movement, economic or political, in any country on
the face of the globe has brought more hope and encourage-
ment, more real advantage, to the working people than the
trade-union movement of America has brought to the wage
earning masses of our country?

The organization of a political labor party would simply
mean the dividing of the activities and allegiance of the men
and women of labor between two bodies, such as would, of ten
come in conflict.

In the British Trade-Union Congress at Derby there were
divergent views. There were four different points of view
upon one subject before the congress. In order to try to unite
the thought a committee of four was appointed for the pur-
pose of trying to bring in some agreed proposition and rec-
ommendation for adoption by the congress In the course of
a few days the committee reported a resolution For the pur-
pose of conserving time the four members of the committee
representing the divergent views were called upon in turn to
express their views. Each in turn expressed his own view
and placed his own construction upon the resolution recom-
mended. Then each declared that he was going out to fight
for his own view.

In our movement we have done some things. We have
brought together more than 3,000,000 workers, organized into
our trade-unions and belonging to the American Federation of
Labor. In addition there are between four and five hundred
thousand workmen in the railroad brotherhoods not affiliated
with us but yet in accord with our work and our policies. In
other words, there arc nearly 4,000,000 of organised trade-
unionists in the United States. There is not always harmony;
there is disagreement; there is opposition, all of it important,
all of it tending to crystallize the sentiment of unity and de-
votion to' the cause of labor. The American labor movement
occupies the field of acthity without yielding one inch to any
other body.